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1. Background and Rationale
COVID-19 has caused a difficult situation in the functioning of African
schools and universities whose teaching and learning system is largely
dominated by the face-to-face model. This situation urges decision makers
and professionals in African educational systems to question it and to find
a credible alternative. The latter is E-teaching and E-learning. However, this
model poses challenges both in terms of availability of tools, their mastery
and effective applications in training and learning contexts.
A report by OECD (2015) warned educational systems that extensively use ICT
in teaching and learning in these terms :
• “Countries that have made significant investments in ICT in education
have observed no significant improvement in their students’
performnce in reading comprehension, Maths and science.” Just after
the publication of this report, many researchers have questioned
it, especially Michel Lebrun who, in a preface to the work by Aurélien
Fiévez poses three reservations or questions: if the uses referred to
in this report correspond well to the general uses by students, what
about the use in class that is made within the pedagogical mechanism
created by the teacher? What educational integration? Is it a matter
of remaking, with new tools, what used already to be done in the
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classroom, in school practices, or then extending these, renewing,
or even innovating them? Perpetuating before and against all the
masterful practices inherited over decades and even centuries earlier,
or so, moving towards more active pedagogies, more centered on
student learning, and all this without giving away the shop to make
sixpence? Is it a tool for teaching or a tool for learning ? This is the
question.
•

The reported conclusions evoke the performance of students , probably
in standardized tests of knowledge and skills, given the international
character of online teaching for pre-school and primary school and its
effects should lead to elucidated and explicit objectives. Is it therefore
a matter of referring to levels of objectives such as memorization,
comprehension , or even the application of concepts or procedures, or
then to other levels, higher ones according to Bloom and his successors,
such as analysis, synthesis, critical thinking or even creativity, levels
that, undoutedly, tally more with the declared or intented potentials of
technologies?

•

Finally, if the constructive resonance sought, induced by technologies,
lies well in the skills to be developed and exercised by students, what
about the specific training of the latter in digital technology? Is digital
school, which we talk about a lot and all over the world, only concerned
with a way of digitizing “school”, content for skills and behaviors, orelse a
school which prepares for a digital society where we already live in and
which builds up, creeps in more and more every day at a breathtaking
pace? How are teachers prepared for these new roles, while they
feel increasingly stripped of the role of transmitting knowledge to
become learning coaches or leads of a learning diverse community?
Technologies liberate us, we say, but what for? Will we be able to use
the spaces of freedom thus made available?

Finally, we cannot end up this analysis without focusing on the quality
assurance aspect which is associated not only with the pedagogical training
of the teacher but also the development of quality online courses aligned with
current international standards and ( 2) the integration of open educational
resources (OERs) for the development of low-cost E-learning programs. At
a time when distance learning catches all the attention of the academia
because of COVID-19, it seems appropriate to highlight the problem of quality
and its control in educational mechanisms which often aspire to reach out to
hundreds and even thousands of students.

2. Themes of the Symposium
In this symposium which aims to be pragmatic, the various speakers,

preferably specialists, will deal with the issues raised, drawing more upon
proven practices and experiences, while taking into account, if possible, the
African context. Five themes will be covered during the symposium:
Theme 1: Educational strategies for toddlers: What is the role and place of
educational games? What strategies have been developed for toddlers in
the context of COVID-19 in order to encourage them to take interest in the
activities offered? What are the resilience capacities of early childhood?
Theme 2: E-teaching for pre-school and primary school: the place of
the teaching-learning proposed for the effectiveness of the pedagogical
continuity of students in these education levels as well as the types of activities
put online.
Theme 3: E-teaching for secondary school: how to apply and measure the
performance of secondary school students according to the teachinglearning activities online. Techniques, types of activities, strategies, support
and evaluation of the learning.
Theme 4: E-teaching for university (university pedagogy): This theme
aims to know the strategies put in place by African and global academic
institutions in the context of resilience to COVID-19. Case studies are expected
as well as government policies as part of the support and coaching offered
to universities in their public policies during and after the crisis.
Theme 5: Open educational resources (OERs) for the development of
E-learning programs at lower cost: Opportunities and Challenges - The
implementation of digital systems based on ICT poses a problem of availability
of suitable multimedia resources of quality adapted to an African context,
IT tools and platforms for the deployment of quality E-learning, teacher
training, and also the necessary security and protection of learners against
the risks related to exposure to the internet. On this last point, we will address
the risks related to distance learning, especially for toddlers and the security
pre-requisites necessary for the deployment of E-teaching?
The deployment of open educational resources (OERs) in a distance teaching
context poses the problem of intellectual property rights which can be linked
to some resources, copyright in particular. OERs also raise the issue of quality
of educational resources and digital teaching systems in general? What
strategies can guarantee the quality of E-teaching?

3. Organization of the Symposium
In the logic of continuation of its educational and research activities in the

context of the health crisis caused by COVID-19, the Virtual University of
Senegal (UVS) intends to rely on digital technology to associate researchers
and students of university communities as a whole and experts in the field
to exchange, contribute and share experiences through an online event. The
symposium in question will be held on Wednesday june 10 and Thursday
June 11, 2020. Due to this format, the number of presentations will be greatly
limited, while participants will have open and free access to the platform to
attend in accordance with the infrastructure and technological capacities
of the UVS. For a better organization of the symposium, an ethical charter
must be respected by all speakers, presenters and participants. The terms
and conditions of access to the symposium platform will be posted later.
Presentation proposals of 5000 to 6000 characters describing succinctly the
topic of the presentation can be sent to this address:
symposium@uvs.edu.sn .

4. Deadlines
Submission of presentation proposals: no later than May 26, 2020 (12:00)
Notification of acceptance of proposals: no later than May 29, 2020
Dates of the symposium: Wednesday June 10, 2020 and Thursday June 11,
2020.
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